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FOREWORD 

This first adventure of Tintin, the boy reporter, appeared in 1929 in a children’s 
supplement to a Belgian daily newspaper, Le Vingtieme Siecle. Herge, Georges 
Remi, then twenty-two years old, was employed on the staff as an artist. He had 
received no formal art training, but was already showing the originality and wit 
that would make him a unique figure in the world of the strip cartoon. 

Herge’s satire on the Soviet state was very much of its time. He himself had 
not been to Russia, but had read a book published the year before, Moscousans 
voiles: Neuf ans de travail au pays des Soviets by Joseph Douillet, a former 
Belgian consul in Rostov-on-Don. Soviet propaganda to persuade the world 
outside Russia that the economy was booming was a particular target for Herge, 
as were the activities of the secret police, the OGPU. Incidentally, he errs on one 
occasion in the story when he calls them the Cheka, their name before 1922. 

Publication in Le Petit Vingtieme began on 10 January 1929. In 1930 the 
adventure was issued in album form, now a very rare book greatly sought after, 
the 500 copies being numbered and signed “Tintin et Milou”. There were, it is 
believed, nine subsequent editions, differing only in the layout of the print on the 
title page. With the exception of a reissue in 1969 for the personal use of the 
author, again limited to 500 copies, and some pirated editions, more than forty 
years elapsed before this adventure was again published, in the first volume of 
the Archives Herge. This volume (in which the original versions of Tintin au 
Congo and Tintin en Amerique also appear) includes a page which originally 
appeared in Le Petit Vingtieme No. 60, omitted for no apparent reason from the 
first edition in album form. It is reproduced here as page 97A. 
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AT 1 LE PETIT XX6 ' WE ARE 
ALWAYS EAGER TO SATISFY OUR 
READERS AND KEEP THEM UP 
TO PATE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS- 
WE HAVE THEREFORE SENT 

TIWTIN 
ONE OF OUR TOP REPORTERS, 
TO SOVIET RUSSIA. EACH WEEK 
WE SHALL BE BRINGING YOU 
NEWS OF HIS MANY APVEN - 
TURES. 
N.B. THE EDITOR OF ' LE PETIT 
XX6" GUARANTEES THAT ALL 
PHOTOGRAPHS ARE ABSOLUTELY 
AUTHENTIC, TAKEN BY TINTIN 
HIMSELF, AIDED BY HIS FAITH¬ 
FUL DOG SNOWY/ 
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A MOTOR BIKE ! HERE’S HOPING WE 
JUST WHAT WE DON'T MEET AGAIN 
NEEP '_... MOSCOW, HERE 

1 € 
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WE'LL GO ANP 
HAVE A 

MICE; TASTY 
MEAL... 

_C=L 
/PON,T~MAKE 
MY MOUTH WATER, 
. TIMTIN/... 
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NOW, BEST FOOT FORWARP 
TO THE NEXT STATION 

WE MUST HURRY. IF A TRAIN 
CATCHES US HERE WE'RE PEAP 
AS POOR NAILS f _« , 
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COMRADES, YOU HAVE THREE LISTS BEFORE 
FIRST IS THAT OF THE COMMUMIST PARTY... 
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WE’RE IN A SEWER... 
COME ON, WE MUST FINP 
THE WAY OUT. 





THIS... IS...THE... LAST... 
WILL... AND... TESTAMENT... 
OF...TINTIN-. 

THAT'S ALL I NEED... 
NOW I'VE CAUGHT A COLD. 
AAA... AAAATCH... 





NOW I'LL JUST KICK A 
PENALTY ! 
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COMRAPES... WE AGE SHORT OF 
WHEAT ' THE LITTLE WE HAVE IS 
NEEPEP FOR OUR FOREIGN 
PROPAGAN PA WE SIMPLY MUST 
FINP SOME .OTHERWISE WE FACE 
FAMINE '...THE ONLY SOLUTION IS 
TO ORGANISE AN EXPEPITION 
AGAINST THE KULAKS , THE RICH 
PEASANTS, ANP FORCE THEM AT 
gunpoint to give us their 
CORN. I HAVE SPOKEN ' 



WHILE THEY DISEMBARK, I’LL 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE CON¬ 
FUSION AND GO TO THE VILLAGE. 
I'LL WARN THE INHABITANTS THET 
ARE ABOUT TO BE ROBBED' 

ft— 
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WOW, WE MUSTN'T HAWG 
AEOUWP HEEE... IT’S AW 
UNHEALTHY SPOT ' 
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WHAT CAN I DO TO SAVE 
TINTIN ? 
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WHAT A PECULIAR HOUSE... 
AMP SO QUIET. 
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=r—) IMPOSSIBLE TO 
Iff 1 OUT... 

S It I1 
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LOOK, I'VE UNCOVEEEP A 
METAL LADDEE LEAPING POWN 
TO THE CELLAE... HOW VEEY 
INTEEESTING... 

\ MOKE AND MOKE 
4 MYSTEEIOUS. 

r' Jr 

rVT'Sy^SfS 

_lit 
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THAT'S IT, I'M DEAD... . 
AND I CAN HEA2 THE 
HOWLS OF THE DAMNED. 





_ JUST OUE LUCK 
4$ WE’EE GUNNING 
1 « INTO A STOEM. 
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NOVA) WE'RE IN FIX .'NO 
PROPELLER. HOW DO WE GET 
AWAY FROM HERE ? 
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n I MUST ALEET 
THE POLICE 
IMMEPIATELY-' 

COME QUICKLY, OFFIC.E1 
AEEESTEP A PANGEE-^1 
CEIMINAL ' H 
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